A procedure for the determination of lead in green vegetables at concentrations down to 1 microgram/kg.
An accurate and highly sensitive dry ashing/graphite furnace atomic absorption spectrometry (GFAAS) procedure has been developed for the measurement of lead in green vegetables. The accuracy of the method was established by analysis of standard reference materials and confirmed by isotope dilution using an inductively coupled plasma-mass spectrometer (ICP-MS). The limit of detection (wet weight) of the technique is 1-3 micrograms/kg with relative standard deviations ranging from 6% for a sample of kale containing 500 micrograms/kg to 20% for cabbage containing 3.0 micrograms/kg.